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Out of its sweetness had grown such bitterness among
great nations as not torrents of blood could wash away.
A commonplace condiment enough, it seems to us now>
easily to be dispensed with and not worth purchasing
at a thousand human lives or so the cargo, but it was
once the great prize to be struggled for by civilized
nations. From that fervid earth, warmed from within by
volcanic heat, and basking ever beneath the equatorial
sun, arose vapours as deadly to human life as the fruits
were exciting and delicious to human senses. Yet the
atmosphere of pestiferous fragrance had attracted rather
than repelled. The poisonous delights of the climate,
added to the perpetual and various warfare for its pro-
ductions, spread a strange fascination around those fatal
isles.

Especially Ternate and Tydor were objects of unending
strife. Chinese, Malays, Persians, Arabs, had struggled
centuries long for their possession; those races suc-
cessively or simultaneously ruling these and adjacent
portions of the Archipelago. The great geographical
discoveries at the close of the fifteenth century had
however changed the aspect of India and of the world.
The Portuguese adventurers found two rival kings in the
two precious islands, and by ingeniously protecting one
of these potentates and poisoning the other, soon made
themselves masters of the field. The clove trade was
now entirely in the hands of the strangers from the
antipodes. G-oa became the great mart of the lucrative
traffic, and thither came Chinese, Arabs, Moors, and
other oriental traders, to be supplied from the Portuguese
monopoly. Two-thirds of the spices however found their
way directly to Europe.

Naturally enough, the Spaniards soon penetrated into
these seas, and claimed their portion of the spice trade. '
They insisted that the coveted islands were included in
their portion of the great Borgian grant. As there had
hardly yet been time to make a trigonometrical survey
of an unknown world, so generously divided by the
pope, there was no way of settling disputed boundary
questions save by apostolic blows. These were ex-
changed with much earnestness, year after year, between
Spaniards, Portuguese, and all who came in their way,
Especially the unfortunate natives, and their kings most